
Oneida City School District March 2018

�1

Oneida City School District
Oneida High School DurhamvilleOtto Shortell Middle School North Broad Seneca Street Willard Prior

www.oneidacsd.org 

#OneidaStrong

twitter.com/OneidaCSD

facebook.com/oneidacsd

co
nn

ec
t 

w
ha

t’s
 in

sid
e Facilities Study…….…….………………Pages 3- 5

OHS All States…...........……………….…Page 7

Responsible Citizens at DV….…….….Page 9

NB Heats Up with Tech…….……….…Page 12

Athlete Hall of Fame………………….…Page 19

1/2 Day Grade Level Day - March 1st 
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Daylight Savings - March 11th - turn 
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Board of Education Meeting  March 
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Spring Sports Info Night JV & 

Varsity - March 12 OHS Auditorium 

No School - Superintendent Conference 

Day - March 16th 

District-Wide Art Show - 6pm OSMS

Facilities Appreciation Day 
The  Second  Annual  Facilities  Appreciation  Day  was 
held on February 21st, 2018 at Oneida High School. The 
event recognized and thanked the varied members of 
the Facilities workforce, including 16 members of the 
Custodial  Staff,  5  Maintenance  crew  members,  and 
several Sub-custodians. Each member of the team was 
recognized  for  years  of  service  and  received  “OCSD 
Facilities” T-shirts. The remainder of the morning was 
filled with a CleanCheck instructional session provided 
by Johnston Paper. Following a delicious lunch served 
by our own cafeteria staff, the Custodial team enjoyed a 
presentation by Maintenance Products and Equipment, 
demonstrating equipment and techniques. 
A most  gracious  Thank  You  to  our  entire  facilities 
depar tment !  You  keep  us  going  and  keep  us  
#OneidaStrong 

We are  still  collecting  food for  the  backpack 
program! 

Cereal, granola bars, oatmeal, fruit cups, peanut 
butter,  jelly,  canned  vegetables  (Peas,  corn, 
green beans, etc.) pasta, jar sauce, macaroni and 
cheese  are  just  a  few  ideas!    If  you  are 
interested  in  donating  we  will  be  collecting 
items at the District Office located at 565 Sayles 
Street  Oneida,  NY  13421.   Thank you all  so 
much for your support!  #OneidaStrong

http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
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Dear District Residents,

With  our  elementary  students  celebrating  the  100th  day  of  school  and  seniors  beginning  a 
countdown to graduation, we all know that school year is more than half over. I continue to be 
amazed at all of the exciting things that our students are learning and accomplishing.  We continue 

to see many college acceptances, music and art awards, students engaged in literacy, amazing field 
trips with elementary students and more scholar athlete team awards.

 
The district office and Board of Education have been hard at work to create a sound and cost-effective budget 
for the 2018-2019 school year.  We have met with building principals and held a community forum to garner 
information about priorities for the 2018-2019 budget. Additionally, we continue to focus on the districts fiscal 
goal as we work through balancing the budget.   The goal is  to:  Provide fiscal oversight for the District by 
ensuring financial resources are adequate to prepare students for life, college and career being respectful of the 
community’s ability to pay for education.  We anticipate finalizing the budget by April. 
 
Here are some important dates in relation to the budget:
 
·         March 13: Board of Education Meeting, 6 p.m., High School Cafeteria
·         April 17: Board of Education Meeting, 6 p.m., Costello Center
·         May 8: Annual Budget Hearing, 6 p.m., Costello Center
·      May 15: Board of Education Meeting 6 p.m., Costello Center & vote by Public on Proposed 2017-2018 
Budget, propositions and members of the Board of Education-noon to 9:00 PM at Durhamville Elementary and 
Oneida High School
 
Our appreciation goes out to all of our parents, families, volunteers, organizations and businesses for all that 
they do to contribute to the success of our students and our District.

Mary-Margaret Zehr 

Superintendent of Schools

District Office 

Building Project Update: 
• High School-  Work continues in the main entrance.
• Durhamville-  Construction in the main office will be finished soon.  Doors in the hall were installed over 

vacation.  Additionally, we are waiting for the delivery of a wall covering for the main office.
• North Broad- Some final details are being worked on in the main office and kindergarten rooms.
• Seneca-  Ceiling tile and cafeteria table installation was started over vacation. Flooring is being replaced in 

all halls and new tiles are being installed. We anticipate a return to the main office by staff in March.
• Willard Prior-  Main office work will begin in March.

Would you like a print copy of the digital newsletter? 
We are more than happy to provide any community member with a printed copy of 
the digital  newsletter  if  they are unable to access  our electronic versions.   Please 
contact Melanie Fountain at 315-363-2550 for a paper copy of the electronic newsletters.
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Oneida City School District Facility Study 
The Oneida City School District will be working with Alan Pole and Jessica Cohen from Castallo and 

Silky LLC – Education Consultants to study the facilities at Oneida.  The study will determine if 
there is a better way to educationally and fiscally to reconfigure the grades and facilities to 
provide a sound instructional program now and in the future.

 
It is important to note that the final report will include options for the district to consider for the 

future.  The  consultants  will  provide  the  Board  of  Education  with  more  than  one 
recommendations with pros and cons for each recommendation. After the final report is reviewed by 
the  Board  of  Education  this  summer,  the  district  will  engage  with  district  stakeholders  (staff, 

community and parents)  to review the options and make a decision about the future of our facilities.  This 
process will not be finalized until the spring of 2019.
 
The February Facility Study Committee had the following take aways:
• For  this  study,  3  feasible  options  have  been  identified:  status  quo,  grade  centers,  and  consolidation  of 

sections at Willard prior. Redistricting elementary school boundaries might also be another option.
• It  is  recommended  that  any  reductions  in  positions  arising  from this  study  be  accomplished  through 

attrition
• Savings can be realized by creating grade center schools  or  by consolidating the number of  sections at 

Willard Prior
 
Additionally the committee has been brainstorming a variety of options with pros and cons.  They are listed on 
the following page: 

BoE Committee News
The  BOE  Curriculum,  Instruction,  &  Technology  Committee  received  information  about  the 
department chairs.  Ms. Lane and a few department chairs provided information to the committee about the 
collaboration that has occurred as a result of the department chairs.  Additionally, Ms. Lane shared plans that 
the building principals have created to review our curriculum that aligns with the changes of the standards 
from NYSED.
 
The BOE Finance and Facilities Committee reviewed the high-level preliminary 2018-19 budget that was 
provided at  the previous meeting.   The committee continues  to review various budget  decision points  to 
consider in the current budget which include retirement savings, tax levy, use of fund balance, and additional 
programming for students. The committee also received updates on the Oneida Castle sale, Facility Study and 
the ongoing capital project.
 
The BOE Governance Committee reviewed several district policies.  The financial policies, section 4000, 
and community relations policies, section 1000, were updated and will be sent to the full Board of Education 
for review and approval.

Facilities News 
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Facilities News 
Pros Cons

Current system of grade level 
organization

-Strong sense of community and 
tradition
-Relationships with families
-Community happiness with 
model
-Less transitions for students
-All elementary students in each 
family are in the same school
-Families seem happy with the 
current situation
-There are different 
opportunities in each school
-Smaller class size (but only 
accurate in some of the schools)
-Experienced teachers at schools

-Equity of class /section size
-Teacher/student load would be 
similar
-Cost benefit of moving from 48 
sections to 40
-Advantages for grade level 
planning
-More options for student 
placement
-Advantages for scheduling 
specials
-More pupil personnel support
-Less need for students with 
disability to be moved
-Outdoor space could be better 
suited to age levels
-Might ease the transition to 
middle school as students would 
know students from other areas – 
ease culture shock

Current system of grade level 
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Facilities News Continued
Pros Cons

Closing a school -Cost savings through reduction 
of staffing
-Some savings in transportation

-Class sizes would be close to the 
“capped” size but over time 
enrollment would level off 
because of enrollment decline
-Class size would be increased
-It will be hard to fit into three 
school buildings
-District would have to deal with 
the sale of another building
-The impact of closing another 
building would be significant on 
the community

Other suggestions -Rebuild the middle school attached to the high school and move all 
elementary students to the middle school.
-Redistrict all elementary students
-See district office and move it into Willard Prior.  Reduce sections 
at Willard Prior to single sections per grade level.
-Move the 6th grade to the elementary school to provide more space 
at the middle school
-Look at facility issues at the middle and high schools

The Advisory Committee consists of three teachers, two administrators, two support staff, three parents, and 
three community members.  Meeting will be held in each building throughout the school year and some meetings 
will include a tour of the facility. After the tour, the meeting will start at 6:30 PM. 
The meetings are scheduled for:
·         April 19 at Seneca Street Elementary
·         May 24 at Oneida High School Library
·         June 12 at Board of Education meeting to present the final report
The work of the Advisory Committee such as agendas and minutes will be posted in every newsletter and on the 
school district website http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/facility_study
Furthermore, community members are welcome to attend the meetings as visitor.  Each meeting will have a time 
where visitors can ask questions.

Mission and Vision committee 
The committee presented the proposed draft mission & vision statement to the Board of Education in February.  
The proposed statements are:
                  Mission- To educate, inspire and empower students

Vision- Students reaching their fullest potential
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Curriculum & Instruction News 
New York State Next Generation  
Learning Standards for Mathematics and Language Arts 

The Board of Regents adopted the newly revised English Language Arts and Mathematics Learning Standards 
in  the fall  of  2017.  The new standards  are  the result  of  over  two years  of  collaborative  work by over  130 
educators and parents. The groups recommended revisions to the standards across all grades, pre-kindergarten 
to  grade  12.  Revisions  include  omitting  a  standard,  adding  a  standard,  merging  standards,  and  providing 
examples. 

The following is a timeline of when the standards will be implemented and integrated into State assessments:

Awareness  Building  2017-2018  School  Year:  Two-day  assessments  measuring  the  current  standards; 
professional development on Next Generation Learning Standards;

Capacity  Building  2018-2019  School  Year:  Two-day  assessments  measuring  the  current  standards; 
professional development continuing on Next Generation Learning  Standards;

Capacity  Building  2019-2020  School  Year:  Two-day  assessments  measuring  the  current  standards; 
professional development continuing on Next Generation Learning Standards;
Full Implementation September 2020: Full implementation of the Next Generation Learning Standards;

Spring 2021: New grade 3-8 tests measuring Next Generation Learning Standards.
The revised learning standards for English language arts and mathematics are available via the links below:

English  Language  Arts:  http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-
language-arts-learning-standards 

Mathematics:  http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-
learning-standards 

Below, you will find the dates for the 2018 grades 3-8 New York State ELA and Math Assessments:

Assessment Dates

Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment April 11-12, 2018

Grades 3-8 Math Assessment May 2-3, 2018

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards
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Oneida High School
Students Head to All States 
In December,  OHS senior Zachary Kristan,  and OHS junior Benjamin 
O’Connell  (along  with  OHS senior  Kyle  Aserian  -  not  pictured  here) 
represented Oneida High School  in  the New York State School  Music 
Association’s  300  voice  All  State  Mixed  Chorus,  confirming  that  they 
were among the top vocal musicians in the state. Once again, Zachary and 
Benjamin have been recognized as two of the top vocal musicians, but this 
time it is in the entire Northeast!

    Both students, who are active members of the Concert Choir, Chamber 
Choir,  and  the  Drama  Club,  auditioned  for  the  American  Choral 
Directors Association Eastern Division Conference back in June. Based 
on  their  auditions,  the  two  were  selected  from  among  over  1,000 
applicants  to  represent  NY State  in  the  ACDA East  Honor  Choirs. 
Zachary  was  selected  as  a  member  of  the  Women’s  Repertoire  Choir, 
which is a chorus made up of over 200 male and female singers, and will 
perform music composed by all women composers. He will sing under Dr. 
Sharon J. Paul who is Professor of Choral Conducting, Director of Choral 
Activities,  and  Chair  of  Vocal  and  Choral  Studies  at  the  University  of 
Oregon. Benjamin was selected to sing in the over 200 voice ACDA East Mixed Chorus, and will sing under the 
direction of Dr. David Fryling who is director of choral activities at Hofstra University.  They will  travel to 
Pittsburgh, PA on Wednesday, March 7th, and will rehearse up until their concert performance times at 4:00 pm 
on  Saturday,  March  10th.  The  concerts  will  be  held  in  Heinz  Hall  for  the  Performing  Arts  in  downtown 
Pittsburgh. We are very proud of their accomplishments and know that they will represent Oneida High School 
well!

Oneida Jazz Festival 

The Oneida High School Music Department will be once again hosting the 31st Oneida Jazz Festival on March 
8 and 9, 2018.  This jazz festival is the longest running scholastic jazz festival in New York State.  This year, the 
festival will host 25 bands from across New York.  Band will be traveling as far away as  Troy, Massena and 
Canton.  The evening concert on Friday will feature the newly formed Central Winds Jazz Ensemble.  A band of 
local educators who wanted a chance to perform jazz and educate students in the art of jazz music.
 
Adjudicating this year’s festival are some of the greatest jazz performers and educators in the country.  Dante 
Luciani (University of Miami) is currently a professor of jazz studies and trombone, Dave Mancini (Rochester 
NY) is an active performer on drum set playing with Maynard Ferguson, Doc Severinsen and Chuck Mangione, 
Jim Seeley (NYC) is an active performer on trumpet playing some of the longest running musicals in NYC as 
well as Maynard Ferguson, Mike Dubaniewicz (Syracuse) was a long time performer and musical director for 
Maynard Ferguson and is currently teaching jazz saxophone at Syracuse University.
 
The festival will conclude with a performance from the Central Winds Jazz Ensemble.  Entry into the festival is 
$5.00 and will run till 10 PM on Friday March 9th.
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Otto Shortell Middle School
Dear Mr. Gerber 
Mr. Gerber, our daytime custodian, will  be retiring at the end of March. We will  miss him immensely and 
thought it would be a nice tribute to him to share a letter that he received randomly from one of our students. 
The letter is below.

Dear Janitor, 1 2 / 4 / 1 7                                                                                                             

     Hey! So when I get bored in study hall I write notes to my friends. Then I thought 
I would write you one cause the other day I was thinking of how you do so much for 
our school yet most people don’t notice it. I did. So instead of writing to my friends 
being goofy I’m writing to you. To thank you. So starting off, this might be bad but I 
don’t  know your name so I’m going to call  you Bob. Hope you don’t mind. So I 
wanted to thank you for doing so much for our school.  Without you this  school 
would be like a dump because not to be rude we got some...how do I put this? (slobs) 
messy eaters. And sometimes people get sick. Imagine a school of puke! So thanks for 
putting up with that stuff. Question I always wonder. When they go on the speaker 
and they are like the Janitor is needed in room whatever: do you think ohh god what 
am I getting into? I’m nosy so I wonder, hmm, wonder what happened. So most of 
the times janitors are grumpy and I don’t know how to explain it, but you actually 
look like I don’t know - like happy. I don’t know but I feel not many people write you 
notes or thank you (without being told to).  So one last thank you (Bob LOL)  for 
being a great janitor. Ok now I just realized I gotta do work.
From: Kalina Marion 

Random Acts of Kindness Week 
During  the  week  of  February  12  through  the  16th,  the  middle  school 
sponsored activities that allowed students to demonstrate acts of kindness. 
The week started out by every student walking to his/her locker to see 
positive  quotes  attached  to  the  doors.  Members  of  the  Student 
Ambassadors Club decorated every locker and every door in the building 
over the weekend. Ms. Amanda Larson led mindfulness activities over the 
loud speaker each day asking all to engage in focusing strategies. At lunch, 
students were able to author kindness statements in the form of a note to 
any staff or faculty member. The atmosphere in the middle school was very 
uplifting  and  friendly  focusing  on  positive  thoughts  and  kindness.  As 
Kanon Curro, a seventh grade student,  states,  “It was cool to walk into 
school and see my locker have a nice quote on it. I was really surprised.” 
Another seventh grade student, Jordan French, says, “It was a lot of fun and 
cool. The halls were more interesting and I felt students were more aware of being kind.” Overall, the entire 
week was a success and all felt an air of positivity.   
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Durhamville Elementary
First Grade Responsible Citizens 

New York State Social Studies curriculum is becoming inquiry based.  
The first grade students at Durhamville discussed: Why Should I Be a 
Global Citizen?  The following supporting questions allowed them to 
understand traits of a responsible citizen and how people show their 
responsibility.

What does it mean to be a responsible citizen of my classroom?
Trait                           How do I know?
Being Responsible    Take care of computers, do homework, clean room
Being Respectful       Work quietly, recycle, listen to the teacher
Be Fair                       Share, tell the truth, return things I borrow

How can I be a responsible citizen of my community?
Trait                       How do I know?
Be Helpful              Keep it clean, walk dogs, take care of things
Share        Food drives, donate toys, recycle clothes
Be Honest         Library books, pay for everything, find things give it to the owner
Obey Laws         Wear a helmet and seatbelt, obey signs, speed limit, don’t harm others/pets

How can I be a responsible citizen of the world (global citizen)?
Trait                                  How do I know?
Change the World     Sponsor children    
Lemonade stand  Donate time, money, clothes or food
Volunteers build a house  Red Cross
 A crossing guard                      Pick up garbage
People clean a beach   Plant trees
Doctor administers medicine   Clean water and earth

Throughout the unit, students created a personal booklet entitled: I am a responsible citizen. Within their 
book each student illustrated pictures to support the sentences written about being a responsible citizen of the 
classroom, community and the world.  If you know a first grader at Durhamville, I encourage you to read his/
her booklet. Then, you will realize, our world is in good hands. Thank you first graders for learning and sharing 
how to be a responsible citizen in the classroom, community, and world. 
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The Golden Goose 

Durhamville First Graders had the opportunity to view the play, The Golden Goose, as performed by Merry 
Go Round Playhouse on Monday, January 29, 2018.  Please enjoy the pictures of our students and a few writing 
samples about the play.

The Golden Goose
It was so funny.  My favorite part was when the town got stuck because it made the princess laugh.  By Caiden
We watched a play called, The Golden Goose.  My favorite part was when the old man was making the noises 
and when all the kids were behind the goose.  It made me laugh. By Loni

We watched a play called, The Golden Goose.  My favorite part was when the soldiers went march 2, 3, 4, halt 
because my dad is a soldier.  I really wanted to be a soldier.  By Caitlin

We watched a play called, The Golden Goose. My favorite part was when I was the king because I read the 
scroll and I got to watch the play from the throne.  When I was King I go to call up the jester.  By Seth

We watched a play called, The Golden Goose.  My favorite part was when they got student and the princess 
laughed because they were all stuck together.  It was good that the princess was happy because she did not 
laugh for weeks. By Claire



Oneida City School District March 2018

�11

How many days have we been in school? 
Informants: Ashton Collins, Sophie Davis, and DJ Premo 

We have been in school 100 days!   On the 100th day we had people open their things.

We ate a special snack on the 100th day.  The people had to try guessing it, if they couldn’t we told them.   
Counting was fun. I did the different colored heart things.  They got mine in one guess.  I put marbles in mine.  
They couldn’t even guess.  I counted from 1 to 100.  I counted all by myself to 100.  I counted by 10.  We did a 
good job. It was fun.

Kindergarten students counted 100 of an item and placed the 100 items in a water bottle.  Then, students 
wrote three clues for their peers.  A few of their clues follow.  

Some are big and some are small.  They are colorful.  Often used with arts and crafts.  (Pompoms by Autumn)

They can roll.  They are round. They are different colors. (Marbles by DJ)

They come in many different colors.  They are heart shaped. They have nice messages written on them.  (Candy 
Hearts by Sophie).

It is yellow.  It pops when it is hot.  It is a teardrop shape. (Popcorn by Evelyn)

They are colorful.  They are squishy.  They are yummy.  (Gummy Bears by Austin)

Also, special thanks to the Durhamville PTO for their assistance in celebrating the 100th day of school on 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018.  PTO encouraged students to dress like they were 100.  On this particular day 
our age range was 5 to 100 years.  Students walked a little slower and things looked a little blurry.  Filling in a 
100 chart took on new meaning as students recorded the number of licks to the center of the Tootise Roll Pop. 
Thanks, PTO.
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North Broad Elementary
Heating Up the Winter with Technology 
By Mrs. Tallman and The NB Technology Club Team

Although the winter is upon us, and the weather is blustery and cold, 
inside  some  North  Broad  Huskies  are  keeping  warm  and  busy  by 
engaging  in  technology!   A couple  of  years  ago,  the  Husky pack was 
starving for more exciting activities and came up with the idea to start 
an after-school technology club. During this time, we explore, create and 
problem solve all while engaging with different pieces of technology. 
 
It’s definitely been a HUGE hit, and the North Broad Huskies are eager to share with you what they have been 
doing to pass along the “dog days of winter.” 
 
Hour of Code and Scratch: These are online websites so anyone with a computer and Internet can participate. 
The Huskies  learned much about  computer  science  such as  coding,  programming,  and debugging  all  while 
playing video games or making animated objects. “Hour of Code is fun because you get to figure out how to 
move your character through obstacles to get to the end. Each level has a new course so it gets more exciting,” 
recalls Aubrey B.   
 
Makey Makey: This device is incredible! It allows you to turn everyday objects into touch-pads. The fun part is 
incorporating music and art into this technological gadget too. “We designed a keyboard using cardboard and 
markers. When we were done it was really cool to see us all playing a song on a cardboard keyboard,” said Kaylee 
D. This kit helps people understand how circuits work with endless opportunities.
 
 Lego We Do:  Probably one of the most enjoyed sessions of the technology club is using the Lego WeDo 2.0 kit. 
“It is fun because you get to build with Legos. I didn’t think you could create an electronic robot out of Legos,” 
Kennedy C. said. “We build robots and programed them to move. You can create a windmill and make it spin. 
Our last robot taught us about gears, speed, and pulleys. I learned about troubleshooting during this project. My 
robot wouldn’t work so I had to go back to the beginning and learn what I didn’t do. The cable was in the wrong 
place,” said Julanne D.
 
Google Earth:  This is a very simple but extremely powerful tool to help children learn about the world around 
them. Students can read about the famous Big Ben clock in London, England. They might even be able to see it 
on television, but with Google Earth it feels like you are there.  “I thought it was fun to be able to go anywhere I 
wanted. I even got to see my house,” stated Mitch G.    
      
Technology Club is  not always rainbows and unicorns for sure.  We get 
frustrated sometimes and want to throw in the towel. “We learn patience 
is key, and don’t give up,” stated Lily D.
 The Huskies don’t surrender! This wolf pack keeps coming back for more. 
These types of activities force children to delve into essential  problem 
solving techniques while having a good time working together. Does it get 
any better than that?   
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JRob Inspires North Broad Huskies:  
Awareness, Understanding, and Empathy  
Recently,  North Broad Huskies  welcomed fourteen-year-old Jason Robinson who inspired our  students  to 
think differently about disabilities.

Jason shared his journey with Spinal Segmental Dysgenesis, and focused on the ways he has overcome the 
challenges of this spinal congenital disorder. His determination to participate in an array of sports led him to 
discover new ways for differently-abled athletes to compete. 

When Jason was in fourth grade, his classmates helped to make Jason’s dream of competing in the Boilermaker 
a  reality.  They  rallied  together  and  organized  fundraisers  to  purchase  a  racing  wheelchair  for  Jason.  He 
completed  the  15K road  race  in  this  racing  chair  in  one  hour  and  thirteen  minutes!  As  a  result  of  the 
tremendous kindness and compassion of his classmates, Jason and his family founded the J-Rob Foundation to 
provide adaptive athletic equipment to differently-abled youth athletes. 

During his presentation, Jason invited the Huskies to experience sports as a differently-abled athlete by playing 
basketball in a wheelchair. The JRob Foundation loaned the chairs to North Broad Street Elementary for our 
students  to  develop  awareness,  understanding,  and  empathy  for  athletes  who  compete  using  adaptive 
equipment. All of our students have had the opportunity to try these chairs out during PE class with Coach D!

Thank you to Jason for sharing his remarkable superpowers including motivation, determination, courage, and 
passion with our students. 
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North Broad Street  - Curiosity Corner 

Sparking curiosity continues to be an exciting journey at North Broad Street! When students are curious, they 
become engaged as thinkers, collaborators, communicators and innovators. Below are just a few examples of 
the many ways that curiosity is being cultivated for our Huskies each and every day:

First  Grade  Soft  Start:  Mrs.  Shene’s  first  graders 
are experimenting with “soft starts” to the day where 
students  are  given  time  to  collaborate  with  one 
another to plan, explore, and build new ideas using a 
variety  of  tools  including  Legos,  building  blocks, 
geometric shapes, and Play Doh. Starting the morning 
in  this  way sparks  a  sense  of  inquiry  that  continues 
throughout the day….

Fourth  Grade  Breakout  Boxes:  Critical  thinking 
and  teamwork  are  essential  in  solving  a  variety  of 
academically-challenging puzzles and clues that lead to 
uncovering  the  mystery  behind  a  series  of  Breakout 
Boxes .  Before  being  sent  off  to  uncover  the 
combination  to  four  different  locks,  Mrs.  Crowley’s 
fourth  graders  were  reminded  of  the  importance  of 
teamwork.  As  they  worked,  students  relied  on  one 
another for problem solving and quick thinking as they 
raced to  beat  the  clock to  find out  what  was  inside 
their Breakout Boxes….

Fifth Grade Slime Club: Fifth graders chose to 
make  slime  as  an  after  school  club.  Led  by  Mrs. 
Sayles  and  Sydney  Paul,  the  students  listened  to 
directions  to  make sure  their  ingredients  were  in 
the proper proportion. Using skills from art class, 
the students experimented with color combinations 
and  made  their  slime  glitzy  with  glitter.  This 
opportunity, funded by the North Broad PTO, was 
both a  great  learning and bonding experience for 
the fifth graders  as  they explored an area of  that 
they were curious to learn more about….
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Seneca Street Elementary
Seneca Street 5th Graders Take Advantage of Winter Weather 
Friday, February 2nd was a cold and snowy day - perfect for fifth 
graders  to  travel  to  the  Black River  Outdoor  Center  to  make 
treks through the new snow!  Students in Mrs. Mahardy and Mrs. 
Murphy’s  5th,   grade classes,  along with several  brave parents, 
bundled up and head north to learn how to snowshoe.  Coach 
Blair  accompanied  the  students  as  well,  to  reinforce  that 
snowshoeing  is  an  excellent  option  for  cardio  exercise  during 
snowy CNY winters.  In addition to experiencing a great physical 
education outing, students also learned about several trees and 
animals and how they adapt to the cold, winter temperatures in 
our region.  The Black River Outdoor Center is a great resource 
to our district and students.  We are already looking forward to 
our next adventure - mountain biking this spring!  

Sprucing Up Seneca Street Continues
 
Work continues on renovations at  Seneca Street Elementary as  we head into spring.   The main office and 
entrance renovations are nearing completion and Mrs. Salerno and Mrs. Hagan are excited to be returning to the 
new space.  Classroom ceilings and lights have been updated and students and staff are enjoying the new array of 
lighting options.  The days of yellow and green subway tile walls are in the past and the construction crews have 
been prepping the hallway walls for new tile.  The hallway floors are also newly tiled and the gym has received a 
fresh coat of paint!  Students and staff are excited  for the new cafeteria tables, anticipated in April, as well as 
improvements to our kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade classrooms.  We are so thankful that our building is being 
renovated to support the safe and inviting atmosphere that supports student learning and success!  Teachers, 
staff and students have been true champions and been extremely flexible as the awesome construction crews have 
worked on our building project.  Stay tuned for pictures in future newsletters of the new and improved Seneca 
Street! 
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Willard Prior Elementary
Poetry Projects  
Fifth graders in Mrs. Wells’ class are extremely proud of their Poetry Projects. They have been learning how to 
analyze and write their own poetry. For a culminating project, students had to incorporate many of the tools 
and figurative language they learned during this unit. Some examples of these are alliteration, personification, 
metaphor, simile, onomatopoeia, repetition, end rhyme, and rhythm. Many students picked themes for their 
projects that were interesting and fascinating to them. After writing their poems, pictures, borders and cutouts 
were added that went along with their theme. Each student presented their poem to the rest of the class. 
Audience members listened for figurative language and poetry tools and pointed out where they heard them. 
Fifth graders worked super hard and did a fantastic job!

6 +1 Traits of Writing  
Mr. Planck's fifth grade piranhas are gobbling up writing using the 6+1 traits of writing. After discovering how 
to  generate  ideas  and  organize  them using  various  strategies  from the  Ideas  and  Organization  traits,  the 
students are developing their writing voices by letting their personalities shine through in their writing. They 
are learning to write for different purposes and audiences by using different voice descriptors.  Feelings that 
shined through in writing cards to each other showed compassion, humor, reverence, and yes, sarcasm, to name 
a few. Keep up the good work piranhas!
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Willard Prior All-City Band Members 
Congratulations to our Willard Prior All-City Band members for their hard work and fine performance at the 
District Wide Band concert on February 28th. All City Band members include a select group of instrumental 
students from all four elementary buildings. The students representing Willard Prior were Kamrynn Britton, 
Samantha Ludwig,  Lily  Ingmire,  Blaytlynn Bennett,  Charlotte  Williams,  Brandyn Reese,  Diago Soto,  Jacob 
Higgins, Jackson Krol,  Lilly Salisbury, Austin DeGroat, Arlee Westcott, Alex Ludwig and Jacob Marji.  They 
practiced two challenging pieces called “Alien Encounter” and “Presto” at the high school in preparation for the 
concert. Bravo! 

Willard Prior trombonist, Jackson Krol will have the honor of representing our school in the 2018 All County 
Festival this March 23-24th at Morrisville-Eaton High School. He was one of nine students in 5th and 6th grade 
from Oneida selected to perform in this prestigious ensemble. Jackson will work alongside select musicians from 
the entire county for just hours of rehearsal before they perform on Saturday, March 24th at 2 p.m. Check the 
music department calendar for this and other wonderful events during Music in our Schools Month!
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Announcements 
Oneida CSD Foundation - Brick Garden  
In recognition that the children of our community are our most precious asset, the Oneida City School District 
Foundation is  established as  a  not-for-profit organization formed to provide additional  funding for student 
scholarships  and  teacher  grants.  The  Foundation  holds  fundraising  events,  applies  for  grants,  and  solicits 
donations  to  enhance  school  programs  beyond  basic  budget  funding  and  provides  additional  monies  for 
graduating seniors.
Your Board of Trustees has created an Alumni Brick Garden on the site of Oneida High School. This important 
aspect of our fundraising effort will allow community members to have a visible memento or memorial included 
as this project continues to grow and evolve each year. With an engraved brick, you can pay tribute to a family 
member or friend, honor your graduating class or simply include your name among those who have supported 
their community. 
For more information please visit http://www.ocsdfoundation.org/garden.html  

http://www.ocsdfoundation.org/garden.html
http://www.ocsdfoundation.org/garden.html
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Oneida’s Athletic Hall of Fame 

Oneida City School District is pleased to announce the creation of an Athletic Hall of Fame that has been 
established to: celebrate Oneida City School District athletics; honor the past success of individuals, teams, and 
coaches; inform students & the community about the program’s history; promote school strength & unity; and 
reconnect alumni with the school.

A committee of alumni, coaches, student-athletes, and district administrators have been working to establish 
eligibility criteria, a nomination process, and a timeline. 

Nominations for the Inaugural Class of Inductees can now be made online at the Oneida City School 
District website at:  http://www.oneidacsd.org/departments/athletics/athletic_hall_of_fame/. 

Please take the time to nominate a worthy Athlete, Coach, Team or Community Member. If you would like 
assistance please contact Stacey Tice at stice@oneidacsd.org .

Alumni Involvement 

In the meantime, an alumni group has been working to raise funds for a recognition award and reception and an 
electronic display system.  They also expect to create an alumni scholarship to be awarded annually at the 
Athletic Award ceremony which is held in June. Donations for the AHOF can be made by mail to the Oneida 
All-Sports Booster Club and through a Go Fund Me Page:    https://www.gofundme.com/gofundmecomohsahof. 

To learn more about the work of the alumni group they have created a Facebook group “Oneida School 
District Athletic Hall of Fame...Now Arrived!” that keeps alumni updated with current team information, 
scrapbook photographs and articles about Oneida.

The Oneida Athletic Hall of Fame is made possible through the generous efforts and hard work of many OHS 
Graduates, Coaches, Teachers and Students. With special thanks to:  Ed Meacham, Pete DuChene, Christine 
Conte, Mark Ponte, JP Gleason, Duey Weimer, Jack and Trish Cavallo, Matt Brown, Jen Parker, Mary Beth 
Albro, Evelyn Leibl, Jeff Didio, Kristin Hicks, John Markle, Cyndi Bobo, Jamie Jones, Molly Moyer, Ajay Hicks, 
Julianna DePerno, Mya Cordell, Brian Gallagher, Tony D’Arcangelis, Stacey Tice and Mary-Margaret Zehr.

http://www.oneidacsd.org/departments/athletics/athletic_hall_of_fame/
mailto:stice@oneidacsd.org
https://www.gofundme.com/gofundmecomohsahof
http://www.oneidacsd.org/departments/athletics/athletic_hall_of_fame/
mailto:stice@oneidacsd.org
https://www.gofundme.com/gofundmecomohsahof
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Oneida High School
Presents

FRIDAY APRIL 6 & SATURDAY APRIL 7, 2018    7:30 CURTAIN
ONEIDA HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

All Seats Reserved - $10.00
For Reservations Call 315-363-6901 x2232, or Email rgleason@oneidacsd.org

Stage Adaptation by
DEAN PITCHFORD & WALTER BOBBIE
Based on the Original Screenplay by

DEAN PITCHFORD
Music by

TOM SNOW
Lyrics by

DEAN PITCHFORD
Additional Music by:  ERIC CARMEN, SAMMY HAGAR,

KENNY LOGGINS, & JIM STEINMAN

229 West 28th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10001
Telephone: 212-564-4000  ✬  FAX: 212-268-1245 
E-mail: theatre@rnh.com  ✬  Web site: www.rnh.com 

THE
MUSICAL
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Oneida CSD - There’s an App for That! 

Oneida CSD now has an App that is both iOS and Android compatible. With this App you will be able to see 
the following information: District News, Newsletter, Events, PeachJar, Lunch Menu, Sports Schedules, DASA 
Form, Student Registration, Facebook, Twitter, Schooltool, Exchange, & WebHelpDesk. The app will also be 
able to run push notifications from our Emergency Broadcast System for lockdowns and snow days. 

Schooltool Student Portal and Parent Portal  

Schooltool Student Portal and Parent Portal provides access to the information stored in our Student Data 
Management System. A component of this system is a secure, web-based portal for accessing student’s grades, 
attendance and other important information. The District has long provided parents and legal guardians of 
students in grades 4-12 access to information in Schooltool through the Parent Portal as a way of encouraging 
participation in a child’s education and improving communication between students,  parents/guardians,  and 
District Staff. Now, students in grades 6-12 will have access to the same information with their own usernames 
and  passwords.  For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at  www.oneidacsd.org  and  click  on  Staying 
Connected.

Staying Connected 

PeachJar  

As part of our efforts to be more environmentally friendly, embrace innovative technology, and maintain fiscal 
responsibility, the Oneida City School District uses a digital flyer delivery through Peachjar, a free online service 
for schools. This “green” initiative will saves our schools tons of paper and reduces copy costs by thousands of 
dollars. School-approved digital flyers will be sent directly to parents and guardians who see them as visually 
engaging images right on their smartphone or computer screen. Additionally, all flyers will be posted to each 
school’s website. Peachjar also manages flyer distribution and works directly with outside organizations. To sign 
up for Peachjar visit www.peachjar.com  and click on the ‘sign up’ button to register.

Parents do not need to login to receive or view school eflyers. School memos can still be viewed on the district 
and  school  homepage  by  simply  clicking  on  the  Peachjar  icon.  The  login  is  to  manage  e-mail  delivery 
preferences.

www.oneidacsd.org twitter.com/OneidaCSDfacebook.com/oneidacsd

School Messenger Emergency Broadcast Systems  

The Oneida City School District uses the SchoolMessenger calling system to keep parents and staff members 
informed. SchoolMessenger is a trusted platform to communicate on a mass scale for any school emergencies, 
school-related  cancellations,  or  non-emergency  community  engagement  events.  The  system  works  by 
delivering a pre-recorded telephone message, text message, or e-mail to contacts specified by parents and staff 
members. Phone numbers for SchoolMessenger are collected during the enrollment process or by filling out 
the form found online at www.oneidacsd.org  >Staying Connected > School Messenger. You can e-mail the 
form to Lori Cimpi at lcimpi@oneidacsd.org  or by faxing the form to 315-366-3485. 

Any time your phone number has changed, you are encouraged to contact the student registration office to 
update your child’s records.  Lori Cimpi in student registration can be reached at 315-361-6072.

http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
mailto:lcimpi@oneidacsd.org
http://www.peachjar.com
http://www.peachjar.com
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://www.oneidacsd.org
mailto:lcimpi@oneidacsd.org
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Safety First 
Oneida City School District has a responsibility to focus on the safety and 
well-being of our students.  Should our schools be impacted by a national 
or local emergency, the district has response plans in place that follow the 
lead of law enforcement.  Depending on the nature of the issue at hand, 
students may be transported home or kept at school until  it is safe to 
transport them home.   In the event of an emergency, we ask that parents 
refrain from coming onto our campus or calling our schools since it is 
critical  that  we  have  full  use  of  our  telephone  lines  for  emergency 
communications.
In an emergency, parents can get information, instructions, and updates 
from the following communication sources:

✓ District Web site- www.oneidacsd.org 

✓ We will also be using our School Messenger phone system to notify parents of closures, delays, and early 
dismissals. Please visit www.oneidacsd.org > Stay Connected > School Messenger for more information. Or 
you can call Lori Cimpi in Student Registration at 315-361-6072.

✓ Oneida school closings will be announced on the following broadcast outlets:

✓ RADIO stations: WFRG-104.0, WLZW-98.7, WIBX-950 AM, and WODZ-96.1

✓ TELEVISION stations- News 10 Now, WKTV (Channel 2), WSTM (Channel 3),

✓ WIXT (channel 9), WUTR (channel 20) and WFXV (Channel 33)

There are a variety of ways that you can help the district with emergency preparedness and communication.
✓ Make sure the personal information provided to the school is accurate and up to date. If you have a change 

in work or emergency contact phone numbers, please let the school know as soon as possible.
✓ Make sure caregiver information is current.

✓ Do you remember where you recommended your child go if dismissed early? Does that person know your 
child is designated to come there?

✓ Make  sure  the  person  that  you  have  designated  as  an  emergency  contact  for  school  is  aware  of  this 
designation. Make sure your child knows as well.

✓ Make sure your child has a key to your house in case of early dismissal. Have a back-up plan if they are locked 
out of the house (e.g., go to a neighbor’s house?).

✓ Discuss what you would like your child to do if they come home early due to emergency/weather related 
dismissal. Should they call you or someone else to confirm their arrival home?

✓ Be patient. If you are having difficulty getting through to the school during an emergency, remember - the 
district may be flooded with incoming calls. Stay tuned to the media.

We live in a challenging period and face many complex issues. Please be assured that we will take all necessary 
steps to keep your children safe.

A copy of the Oneida City School District’s Emergency Response Plan is available at the district office.

http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
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www.oneidacsd.org 

#OneidaStrong

twitter.com/OneidaCSD

facebook.com/oneidacsd

Oneida High School 315-363-6901
Brian Gallagher, Principal 
Jennifer DePerno, Assistant Principal 
Stacey Tice, Assistant Principal/ Athletic Dir.

Otto Shortell Middle School 315-363-1050
Todd Widrick, Principal 
Amanda Larson, Assistant Principal 

Durhamville Elementary 315-363-8065
Margaret Visalli, Principal 

North Broad Elementary 315-363-3650
Eric Coriale, Principal 

Seneca Street Elementary 315-363-3930
Molly Hagan, Principal 

Willard Prior Elementary 315-363-2190
Moira Yardley, Principal

District Office 315-363-2550
Mary-Margaret Zehr, Superintendent
Tina Lane, Asst Sup. for Instruction 
James Rowley, Asst Sup. for Finance
Genevieve Brauner, Admin for Technology and 
Special Programs

Student Registration 315-361-6072
Lori Cimpi

Transportation 315-363-5470
Mike Klenotiz a
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Mr. John Elberson, President
Ms. Melinda Bowe, Vice President 
Mr. Robert Group
Mr. Hank Leo Jr 
Ms. Alicia Lippert
Ms. Jennifer Parker
Ms. Gail Whipple
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